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USDA Expediting $10 Billion in Direct Economic Assistance to
Agricultural Producerst.

Program payments to offset increased input costs, market decline
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins, on National
Agriculture Day, announced that the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) is issuing up to $10 billion directly to
agricultural producers through the Emergency Commodity
Assistance Program (ECAP) for the 2024 crop year. Administered by
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), ECAP will help agricultural
producers mitigate the impacts of increased input costs and falling
commodity prices.

Authorized by the American Relief Act, 2025, these economic relief
payments are based on planted and prevented planted crop acres
for eligible commodities for the 2024 crop year. To streamline and
simplify the delivery of ECAP, FSA will begin sending pre-filled
applications to producers who submitted acreage reports to FSA
for 2024 eligible ECAP commodities soon after the signup period
opens on March 19, 2025. Producers do not have to wait for their
pre-filled ECAP application to apply. They can

visit fsa.usda.gov/ecap to apply using a login.gov account or
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contact their local FSA office to request an application once the
signhup period opens.

Eligible Commodities and Payment Rates

The commodities below are eligible for these per-acre payment
rates:

Wheat - $30.69 Eligible oilseeds:

Corn - $42.91 - Canola-$31.83

Sorghum - $42.52 - Crambe-$19.08

Barley - $21.67 - Flax-$20.97

Oats - $77.66 - Mustard - $11.36
- Upland cotton & Extra-long staple cotton- |- Rapeseed -
$84.74 $23.63

Long & medium grain rice - $76.94 Safflower -

$26.32
Peanuts - $75.51 - Sesame-$16.83
Soybeans - $29.76 $ 27.'Szu3nflower B

Dry peas - $16.02

Lentils - $19.30

Small Chickpeas - $31.45
Large Chickpeas - $24.02

Producer Eligibility

Eligible producers must report 2024 crop year planted and
prevented planted acres to FSA on an FSA-578, Report of

Acreage form. Producers who have not previously reported 2024
crop year acreage or filed a notice of loss for prevented planted
crops must submit an acreage report by the Aug. 15, 2025,
deadline. Eligible producers can visit fsa.usda.gov/ecap for
eligibility and payment details.

Applying for ECAP

Producers must submit ECAP applications to their local FSA county
office by Aug. 15, 2025. Only one application is required for all ECAP
eligible commodities nationwide. ECAP applications can be
submitted to FSA in-person, electronically using Box and One-
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Span, by fax or by applying online at fsa.usda.gov/ecap utilizing a
secure login.gov account.
If not already on file for the 2024 crop year, producers must have
the following forms on file with FSA:
« Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.
« Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if
applicable).
« Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal
entity.
« Form CCC 943, 75 percent of Average Gross Income from
Farming, Ranching, or Forestry Certification (if applicable).
« AD-1026, Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and
Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification.
« SF-3881, Direct Deposit.
Except for the new CCC-943, most producers, especially those who
have previously participated in FSA programs, likely have these
forms on file. However, those who are uncertain and want to
confirm the status of their forms or need to submit the new Form-
943, can contact their local FSA county office.
If a producer does not receive a pre-filled ECAP application, and
they planted or were prevented from planting ECAP eligible
commodities in 2024, they should contact their local FSA office.
ECAP Payments and Calculator
ECAP payments will be issued as applications are approved. Initial
ECAP payments will be factored by 85% to ensure that total
program payments do not exceed available funding. If additional
funds remain, FSA may issue a second payment.
ECAP assistance will be calculated using a flat payment rate for the
eligible commodity multiplied by the eligible reported acres.
Payments are based on acreage and not production. For acres
reported as prevented plant, ECAP assistance will be calculated at
50%.
For ECAP payment estimates, producers are encouraged to
visit fsa.usda.gov/ecap to use the ECAP online calculator.

USDA Reminds Agricultural Producers to Enroll in Key Safety Net
Programs
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Agricultural producers who have not yet enrolled in the Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the
2025 crop year have until April 15, 2025, to revise elections and sign
contracts. Both safety net programs, delivered by USDA’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA), provide vital income support to eligible
farmers who experience substantial declines in crop prices or
revenues for the 2025 crop year.

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County or PLC,
which provide crop-by-crop protection, or ARC-Individual, which
protects the entire farm. Although election changes for 2025 are
optional, producers must enroll, with a sighed contract, each year.
If a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm, the contract
will continue for 2025 unless an election change is made.

If producers do not submit their election revision by the April 15,
2025, deadline, the election remains the same as their 2024
election for eligible commodities on the farm. Also, producers who
do not complete enrollment and sign their contract by the deadline
will not be enrolled in ARC or PLC for the 2025 year and will not
receive a payment if one is triggered. Farm owners can only enroll
in these programs if they have a share interest in the commodity.
Producers are eligible to enroll farms with base acres for the
following commodities: barley, canola, large and small chickpeas,
corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats,
peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and short
grainrice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans,
sunflower seed and wheat.

Web-Based Decision Tools

Many universities offer web-based decision tools to help producers
make informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to
their respective farming operations. Producers are encouraged to
use the tool of their choice to support their ARC and PLC

elections.

Crop Insurance Considerations

Producers are reminded that enrolling in ARC or PLC programs can
impact eligibility for some crop insurance products offered by
USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA). Producers who elect and
enroll in PLC also have the option of purchasing Supplemental



Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider,
but producers of covered commodities who elect ARC are ineligible
for SCO on their planted acres.

Unlike SCO, RMA’s Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected
by participating in ARC for the same crop, on the same acres.
Producers may elect ECO regardless of their farm program
election.

Upland cotton farmers who enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or
PLC are ineligible for the stacked income protection plan, or STAX,
on their planted cotton acres.

Optimizing FSA Office Visits

Agricultural producers visiting FSA to complete ARC/PLC elections
and enrollment are encouraged to also conduct other FSA program
business during their scheduled appointment including completing
farm loan applications and applying for the recently announced
Emergency Commodity Assistance Program (ECAP).

Sign up for ECAP began on March 19, 2025. ECAP, authorized by the
American Relief Act, 2025, provides up to $10 billion to agricultural
producers for the 2024 crop year. Administered by FSA, ECAP will
help agricultural producers mitigate the impacts of increased input
costs and falling commodity prices. Congress gave USDA 90 days
to implement the program, and that deadline was met. Producers
of eligible commodities must submit ECAP applications to their
local FSA county office by Aug. 15, 2025. Only one applicationis
required for all ECAP eligible commodities nationwide. ECAP
applications can be submitted to FSA in-person, electronically
using Box and One-Span, by fax or by applying online at
fsa.usda.gov/ecap utilizing a secure login.gov account. For more
information, please visit the ECAP website or review the ECAP Fact
Sheet.

More details are forthcoming on more than $20 billion to be made
available through the American Relief Act, 2025, for producers who
suffered losses from natural disasters in 2023 and 2024 including
$2 billion set aside for livestock producers and other funds that will
be administered through block grants with states.

Program payments to offset increased input costs, market decline
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Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with Real
Estate Security
Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for
their Farm Service Agency (FSA) direct or guaranteed loans are
responsible for maintaining loan collateral. Borrowers must obtain
prior consent or approval from FSA or the guaranteed lender for any
transaction that affects real estate security. These transactions
include, but are not limited to:
Leases of any kind
Easements of any kind
Subordinations
Partial releases

o Sales
Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement,
promissory note, and other security instruments could lead to
nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current and
future loans.
Itis critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication
with their FSA loan staff or guaranteed lender when it comes to
changes in their operation. For more information on borrower
responsibilities, read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass.

Applying for Beginning Farmer Loans

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to finance
agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through
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either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer
as a person who:
« Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
« Will materially and substantially participate in the operation
of the farm
« Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training
and financial management program sponsored by FSA
« Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s
average size farm.
For more information contact your local USDA Service Center. Find
your local USDA Service Center by visiting fsa.usda.gov .

FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy
Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan Deficiency Payments
(LDPs) provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed
grains, soybeans, and other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts,
cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide you with interim financing
after harvest to help you meet cash flow needs without having to
sell your commodities when market prices are typically at harvest-
time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to
forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available.
Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar and
extra-long staple cotton.

FSA is now accepting requests for 2024 MALs and LDPs for all
eligible commodities after harvest. Requests for loans and LDPs
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shall be made on or before the final availability date for the
respective commodities.

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have
outstanding nonrecourse loans for wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed
grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas),
peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These
certificates can be purchased at the posted county price (or
adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of
commodity under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for
the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs redeemed with commodity
certificates are not subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions.
To be considered eligible for an LDP, you must have form CCC-
633EZ, Page 1 on file at your local FSA Office before losing
beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be
submitted when payment is requested.

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs)
are no longer subject to payment limitations, actively engaged in
farming and cash-rent tenant rules.

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that if your total
applicable three-year average AGIl exceeds $900,000, then you’re
not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. You must have a valid CCC-
941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to
MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange.

For more information and additional eligibility requirements,
contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal
agencies to consider all potential environmental impacts for
federally funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental
review must be completed before actions are approved, such as
site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include,
but are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP),
Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If
project implementation begins before FSA has completed an
environmental review, the request will be denied. Although there
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are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies, it’s
important to wait until you receive written approval of your project
proposal before starting any actions.

WELCOME TO THE
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FSA’s Customer Kiosks now available nationwide

New Customer Kiosks will make your county office visits quicker
and easier

The new customer kiosks from USDA’s Farm Service Agency are
now available at every county office nationwide. These kiosks help
to streamline your visit to your local county office and easily
access a variety of features such as signing FSA documents,
utilizing the Loan Assistance Tool, browsing USDA programs,
accessing the internet, accessing necessary personal information,
and signing up for a Login.gov account, which provides access to
farmers.gov level two features and other USDA and U.S.
Government web resources. Future kiosk functionality
enhancements include a customer check-in application, self-
service option for FSA program applications and documents,
financial inquiries and more.

Learn more about how FSA is modernizing our customer
experience. Ask the Expert Blog
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