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FSA’s Customer Kiosks now available
nationwide

The new customer kiosks from USDA’s Farm Service
Agency are now available at every county office
nationwide. These kiosks help to streamline your visit to
your local county office and easily access a variety of
features such as signing FSA documents, utilizing the Loan
Assistance Tool, browsing USDA programs, accessing the
internet, accessing necessary personal information, and
signing up for a Login.gov account, which provides access
to farmers.gov level two features and other USDA and U.S.
Government web resources. Future kiosk functionality
enhancements include a customer check-in application,
self-service option for FSA program applications and documents, financial inquiries and
more.

Learn more about how FSA is modernizing our customer experience.



Learn More

USDA Expediting $10 Billion in Direct
Economic Assistance to Agricultural
Producers

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins, on National
Agriculture Day, announced that the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) is issuing up to $10 billion directly to
agricultural producers through the Emergency
Commodity Assistance Program (ECAP) for the 2024

# crop year. Administered by USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA), ECAP will help agricultural producers
mitigate the impacts of increased input costs and falling

EMERGENCY COMMODITY
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM [SSaimpswhig

Apply by Aug,. 15

Authorized by the American Relief Act, 2025, these
economic relief payments are based on planted and
prevented planted crop acres for eligible commodities for the 2024 crop year. To
streamline and simplify the delivery of ECAP, FSA will begin sending pre-filled
applications to producers who submitted acreage reports to FSA for 2024 eligible
ECAP commodities soon after the signup period opens on March 19, 2025. Producers
do not have to wait for their pre-filled ECAP application to apply. They can

visit fsa.usda.gov/ecap to apply using a login.gov account or contact their local FSA
office to request an application once the signup period opens.

Eligible Commodities and Payment Rates

The commodities below are eligible for these per-acre payment rates:

Wheat - $30.69 Eligible oilseeds:
Corn - $42.91 Canola — $31.83
Sorghum - $42.52 Crambe — $19.08
Barley - $21.67 Flax - $20.97
Oats - $77.66 Mustard - $11.36
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Upland cotton & Extra-long Rapeseed -$23.63
staple cotton - $84.74

Long & medium grain rice - $76.94(Safflower - $26.32

Peanuts - $75.51 Sesame - $16.83

Soybeans - $29.76 Sunflower — $27.23

Dry peas - $16.02

Lentils - $19.30

Small Chickpeas - $31.45

Large Chickpeas - $24.02

Producer Eligibility

Eligible producers must report 2024 crop year planted and prevented planted acres to
FSA on an FSA-578, Report of Acreage form. Producers who have not previously
reported 2024 crop year acreage or filed a notice of loss for prevented planted crops
must submit an acreage report by the Aug. 15, 2025, deadline. Eligible producers can
visit fsa.usda.gov/ecap for eligibility and payment details.

Applying for ECAP

Producers must submit ECAP applications to their local FSA county office by Aug. 15,
2025. Only one application is required for all ECAP eligible commodities nationwide.
ECAP applications can be submitted to FSA in-person, electronically using Box and
One-Span, by fax or by applying online at fsa.usda.gov/ecap utilizing a secure
login.gov account.

If not already on file for the 2024 crop year, producers must have the following forms on
file with FSA:

Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.

Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).

Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.

Form CCC 943, 75 percent of Average Gross Income from Farming, Ranching,

or Forestry Certification (if applicable).

o AD-1026, Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation
(WC) Certification.

o SF-3881, Direct Deposit.
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Except for the new CCC-943, most producers, especially those who have previously
participated in FSA programs, likely have these forms on file. However, those who are
uncertain and want to confirm the status of their forms or need to submit the new Form-
943, can contact their local FSA county office.

If a producer does not receive a pre-filled ECAP application, and they planted or were
prevented from planting ECAP eligible commodities in 2024, they should contact
their local FSA office.

ECAP Payments and Calculator

ECAP payments will be issued as applications are approved. Initial ECAP payments
will be factored by 85% to ensure that total program payments do not exceed available
funding. If additional funds remain, FSA may issue a second payment.

ECAP assistance will be calculated using a flat payment rate for the eligible commodity
multiplied by the eligible reported acres. Payments are based on acreage and not
production. For acres reported as prevented plant, ECAP assistance will be calculated
at 50%.

For ECAP payment estimates, producers are encouraged to visit fsa.usda.gov/ecap to
use the ECAP online calculator.

Specialty Crop Growers can Apply for 2025
On-Farm Food Safety Certification
Expenses

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reminds
specialty crop producers that the application period for
= the Food Safety Certification for Specialty Crops
%3 (FSCSC) program for program year 2025 opened Jan.
1, 2025, and runs through Jan. 31, 2026. The program
has been expanded to include medium-sized
wm Dbusinesses in addition to small businesses. Eligible
: i specialty crop growers can apply for assistance for
expenses related to obtalnlng or renewing a food safety certification.

Program Details

FSCSC covers a percentage of the specialty crop operation’s cost of obtaining or
renewing its on-farm food safety certification, as well as a portion of related expenses.
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Eligible FSCSC applicants must be a specialty crop operation; meet the definition of a
small or medium-size business and have paid eligible expenses related to
certification.

e A small business has an average annual monetary value of specialty crops sold
by the applicant during the three-year period preceding the program year of no
more than $500,000.

e A medium size business has an average annual monetary value of specialty
crops the applicant sold during the three-year period preceding the program
year of at least $500,001 but no more than $1,000,000.

Specialty crop operations can receive the following cost assistance:
o Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification.
e Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan.
o Food safety certification.
o Certification upload fees.

« Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water.
e Training.

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each eligible cost category. Details
about payment rates and limitations are available at farmers.gov/food-safety.

Applying for Assistance

For program year 2025, the application period began Jan. 1, 2025, and runs through
Jan. 31, 2026. FSA will issue 50% of the calculated payment for program year 2025
following application approval, with the remaining amount to be paid after the
application deadline. If calculated payments exceed the amount of available funding,
payments will be prorated.

Specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888-1, Food Safety
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) for Program Years 2024 and 2025
application. The application, along with the AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet and
SF-3881, ACH Vendor/Miscellaneous Payment Enrollment Form, if not already on file
with FSA, can be submitted to the FSA county office at any USDA Service Center
nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. Producers with an
eAuthentication account can apply for FSCSC online. Producers interested in creating
an eAuthentication account should visit farmers.gov/sign-in.

Visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility information and
application forms.
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More Information

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service
Center.

Applying for NAP Payments

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance
to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or
crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive
moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought
(includes native grass for grazing), among others.

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the
applicable deadline using form CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the
service fee. Application closing dates vary by crop. Producers are also required to
submit an acceptable crop acreage report. Additionally, NAP participants must provide:

e The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held
an interest during the crop year

o The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable,
unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended

e Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA)

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops
could see reduced or zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the
approved yield.

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by
completing Part B of form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This
must be completed within 15 calendar days of the occurrence of the disaster or when
losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops
and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss
becomes apparent.

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576
“Notice of Loss and Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage
for the crop year for any NAP covered crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable
appraisal information. Producers must provide evidence of production and note
whether the crop was marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than
intended.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits,
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vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass,
ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

For more detailed information on NAP, visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. To get started with NAP,
we recommend you contact your local USDA service center.

Tree Assistance Program

If you're an orchardist or nursery tree grower whose experienced losses from natural
disasters during calendar year 2024, you must submit a TAP application either 90
calendar days after the disaster event or the date when the loss is apparent.

TAP provides financial assistance to help you replant or rehabilitate eligible trees,
bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for
commercial purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees
that are produced for commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess
of 15 percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal
mortality. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural
disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on which
the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be
replaced within 12 months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative
total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for which you can receive TAP
payments, cannot exceed 1,000 acres annually.

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early

The Farm Loan teams in South Carolina are working on operating loans for spring 2025
and asks potential borrowers to submit their requests early so they can be timely
processed. The farm loan team can help determine which loan programs are best for
applicants.

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any
farm operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm
ownership loans can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early
purchasing discounts for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm
Ownership and Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for
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smaller and non-traditional operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a
new operation, purchasing equipment, and other needs associated with a farming
operation. Loans to beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a
priority.

Other types of loans available include:

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan
collateral and obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide
cash flow to the producer and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more
advantageous.

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store
eligible commodities, for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent
handling equipment. A variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including
bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage structures, and refrigerated structures for
vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.

Applying for Beginning Farmer Loans

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to
eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning
farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

o Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

o Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial
management program sponsored by FSA

o Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information.

Annual Review of Payment Eligibility for
New Crop Year

FSA and NRCS program applicants for benefits are required to submit a completed
CCC-902 Farming Operation Plan and CCC-941 Average Gross Income (AGl)
Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information for FSA to determine the
applicant’s payment eligibility and establish the maximum payment limitation applicable
to the program applicant.
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Participants are not required to annually submit new CCC-902s for payment eligibility
and payment limitation purposes unless a change in the farming operation occurs that
may affect the previous determination of record. A valid CCC-902 filed by the
participant is considered to be a continuous certification used for all payment eligibility
and payment limitation determinations applicable for the program benefits requested.

Participants are responsible for ensuring that all CCC-902 and CCC-941 and related
forms on file in the county office are updated, current, and correct. Participants are
required to timely notify the county office of any changes in the farming operation that
may affect the previous determination of record by filing a new or updated CCC-902 as
applicable.

Changes that may require a new determination include, but are not limited to, a change
of:

e Shares of a contract, which may reflect:

e Aland lease from cash rent to share rent
e Aland lease from share rent to cash rent (subject to the cash rent tenant rule
e A modification of a variable/fixed bushel-rent arrangement

o The size of the producer’s farming operation by the addition or reduction of
cropland that may affect the application of a cropland factor

e The structure of the farming operation, including any change to a member's
share

o The contribution of farm inputs of capital, land, equipment, active personal labor,
and/or active personal management

o Farming interests not previously disclosed on CCC-902 including the farming
interests of a spouse or minor child

o Certifications of average AGI are required to be filed annually for participation in
an annual USDA program. For multi-year conservation contracts and NRCS
easements, a certification of AGI must be filed prior to approval of the contract
or easement and is applicable for the duration of the contract period.

Participants are encouraged to file or review these forms within the deadlines
established for each applicable program for which program benefits are being
requested.

Beginners Guide to Crop Insurance

Don’t know much about Federal crop insurance, but you want to learn more?

Crop insurance is a risk management strategy that farmers use to protect their
livelihoods. By purchasing a policy through a crop insurance agent, farmers are



financially protected if there are losses due to a covered cause of loss. It's not so
different from car or homeowners insurance.

Start your journey out right by reading RMA’s Beginners Guide to Crop Insurance.
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